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agency of the inmate’s plan for her
child. Child welfare workers may come
to the institution in appropriate cases
to interview and counsel an inmate.

[44 FR 38252, June 29, 1979, as amended at 51
FR 47179, Dec. 30, 1986; 59 FR 62968, Dec. 6,
1994]

Subpart D—Inmate Organizations

SOURCE: 61 FR 11275, Mar. 19, 1996, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 551.30 Purpose and scope.
The Bureau of Prisons permits in-

mates and persons in the community
to participate in approved inmate orga-
nizations for recreational, social, civic,
and benevolent purposes.

§ 551.31 Approval of an organization.
(a) An inmate must submit a request

for recognition of a proposed inmate
organization to the Warden. The orga-
nization may not become active with-
out the Warden’s approval.

(b) The Warden may approve an in-
mate organization upon determining
that:

(1) The organization has a constitu-
tion and bylaws duly approved by its
members; the constitution and bylaws
must include the organization’s pur-
pose and objectives, the duties and re-
sponsibilities of its officer(s), and the
requirements for activities reporting
and operational review; and

(2) The organization does not operate
in opposition to the security, good
order, or discipline of the institution.

§ 551.32 Staff supervision.
(a) The Warden shall appoint a staff

member as the institution’s Inmate Or-
ganization Manager (IOM). The IOM
shall be responsible for monitoring the
activities of the institution’s inmate
organizations and staff sponsors.

(b) The Warden or designee shall as-
sign to a staff sponsor responsibility
for supervising the activities of an in-
dividual inmate organization. The staff
sponsor’s duties are performed while in
official duty status.

§ 551.33 Dues.
Dues may be collected if they are re-

quired by the national organization,

are collected by that same national or-
ganization, and the rate and method of
institution collection have been ap-
proved by the Warden. No portion of
the dues may be kept by the inmate or-
ganization for use at the institution.
The organization may not make pay-
ment of dues a requirement of member-
ship for an inmate who lacks funds.

§ 551.34 Organization activities.
(a) An officer of the inmate organiza-

tion must submit a written request for
approval of an activity to the Warden
or designee. Activities include, but are
not limited to, meetings, guest speak-
ers, sports competitions, banquets, or
community programs. Activities may
not include fund-raising projects. The
request must specifically include:

(1) Name of the organization;
(2) Nature or purpose of the activity;
(3) Date, time, and estimated dura-

tion of the activity;
(4) Estimated cost;
(5) Information concerning guest par-

ticipation; and
(6) Other pertinent information re-

quested by the Warden.
(b) The Warden may approve the re-

quest if the activity:
(1) Does not conflict with scheduled

inmate work or program activities;
(2) Has confirmation of staff super-

vision;
(3) Can be appropriately funded when

applicable (see § 551.36); and
(4) Does not conflict with the secu-

rity, good order, or discipline of the in-
stitution.

(c) When an activity requires the ex-
penditure of government funds, the
Warden ordinarily shall require reim-
bursement from non-inmate partici-
pants (guests or members).

(d) Each inmate organization shall be
responsible for maintaining accurate
records of its activities.

(e) The activities of an inmate orga-
nization may be suspended temporarily
due to noncompliance with Bureau pol-
icy. The IOM is responsible for recom-
mending the specific suspension sanc-
tion for the Warden’s approval. The in-
mate organization is to receive written
notice of the proposed suspension sanc-
tion and shall have the opportunity to
respond to the Warden. Continued non-
compliance with Bureau policy shall
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